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(734) 812-6541 if attending 

Whitefish Point, UP 

MI 2024 Lighthouse Tour #2 

See pages 4-8  

for added info 
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From President’s Laptop                                                                                                              

June 2024 

Michigan Chapter members, 

The May 2024 President’s memo was published almost exclusively with 

Lighthouse Tour #2 and Corvette Crossroads information due to the need for 

chapter members to quickly make reservations related to both concurrent 

events before none would be available. Many of you, having made the nec-

essary arrangement, we can move on to a preview of Club Events for the 

2024 driving season.  

First club event: a Cruise-in Car Show on June 2nd at Baker’s Restaurant 

in Milford, MI. MISACC will park on the grass behind the building with a can-

opy. Address and  times are on page 3. 

Second club event: Corvette/Camaro Bowtie Show at Gilmore Museum, 

Hickory Corners, MI on July 21st. An MISACC tour west from 8-Mile or Territorial Rd allows our car-

avan to avoid all I-94 traffic and congestion. Pre-registration is required 

Third club event: Lighthouse Tour #2 on Friday, Crossroads Show on Saturday and on Sunday, 

either Mackinaw Island or a cruise North across the Mackinaw Bridge to Whitefish Point in Paradise, 

MI See pages 4-7 for registration and other related information. 

September is an open month on our calendar, but a cruise to dine or tour of some kind is open for 

suggestions: Imagine a scenic “Last Leaves of Summer 1-day Cruise” such as Territorial Rd in 

Washtenaw County or  M-50 from Tecumseh thru Jackson, Eaton Rapids and Charlotte to M-43 NW 

of Lansing. Use your own imagination and local  experience and share your ideas. There is lots of 

planning time between now and end of August to make it happen. 

Fourth club event: Color Tour on Sat Oct 12 or Sunday Oct 13 as a rain 

date; destination TBD but as of now, likely the Chelsea- Dexter area or 

Chelsea to St Johns unless a better trip to cider and donuts is suggest-

ed. 

Christmas Luncheon will be Dec 7th at Aubree’s in Dexter, MI as pri-

mary or Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth, MI. Without a doubt, this is the best 

and most attended event of the year. The Corvettes are put to bed so 

there is no tire kicking and no cleaning and polishing. Just some of the 

nicest people you will ever meet and good people to talk to. Please join 

us if you can. 

Remember, every mile of seat time is a good memory! 

Bill Huffman, Pres. 

Michigan Chapter SACC 

solidaxlecorvettemi.com 
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 2024 MISACC Events 
 Sunday, June 2 - Bakers Cruise,  2025 S. Milford Rd., Milford, MI  

The car show ‘officially’ starts at 3:00 pm; however cars begin to arrive as early as 7:00 am. 

Tom Gamache and Jim Dillon will arrive about 8:00 am—9:00 am to reserve several spots on 

the grass behind the restaurant. Suggest others arrive about 10:00am -10:30am to park as a 

group on the grass. 

Questions? Contact Tom Gamache  (734 812-6541) or by June 2 if planning to attend 

 

Sunday, July 21 - Gilmore Car Museum Best of the Bowties Corvette & Camaro Show,  

Hickory Corners, MI. Show is 9 AM – 4 PM on the Campania Barn Lawn.  

Registration is required $20 per  vehicle (pre-registration is recommended).  

Participant gate open from 8 AM to 12 PM. Register online at: 

www.gilmorecarmuseum.org/events/corvette-camaro-show-2024 

In the  past, a caravan from Detroit area has made the trip 

Please contact Bill Huffman swh73@comcast.net if attending 

 

Thursday, August 22 –26  Lighthouse Tour #2 

Tawas to Mackinaw City  route, details on pgs 4-8  with further details to follow. This tour will begin in Tawas  

preceding the August 24th Corvette Crossroads car show in Mackinaw City. 

Any questions or if you wish to join TOUR #2 or join us for an hour or 1/2 day.. 

Please contact: Bill Huffman (swh73@comcast.net)  

Saturday, August 24 Corvette Crossroads, Mackinaw City, MI   

9:00 a.m. – (Note: we normally make this a weekend trip – travel up Friday, return Monday) 

suggested reservations at Riviera Motel, phone 231-436-5577 or Lighthouse View Motel phone 800-434-1659 

More information can be found on the website: www.mackinawchamber.com on their “Events” page. The car 

show location will be at the wharf next to Conkling Heritage Park. Registration fee is $30.00 

Register online: www.mackinawchamber.com/product/corvette-crossroads-registration/ 

Please contact Bill Huffman swh73@comcast.net if planning to attend 

 

September > we are looking for an event, a cruise, a drive and 

lunch or dinner. A lighthouse tour on the west side. Any Ideas?? 

Please contact Bill Huffman swh73@comcast.net  with suggestions 

 

Saturday, October 12 - Fall Color Ride – route  TBD– possibly start 

at either Chelsea or Dexter. Information to follow. 

 

Saturday, December 7 - MISACC Christmas Luncheon - save the date, location to be 

determined. 
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Lighthouse Tour #2 Information 

 

Thursday (Optional own your own) Tawas Point 

In operation since 1876, Tawas Point Lighthouse is a fascinating 

attraction for maritime buffs. Tawas Point is a destination for bird-

watchers; it also offers spectacular views of sunrises over Lake 

Huron and sunsets over Tawas Bay. The lighthouse is open for 

tours seasonally and during special events in the off-season. 

The lighthouse is open for tours Wednesday through Monday, 

noon to 5 p.m., from mid-May through mid-October. The last tour 

each day begins at 4 p.m. Tours are given by lighthouse keepers; 

tickets available at the lighthouse museum store. 

A Recreation Passport is required for entry into Tawas Point State 

Park.  

 

Friday AM Sturgeon Point 

Sturgeon Point Lighthouse is located five miles north of Harrisville 

on Lake Huron and was completed in November 1870. The tower 

is 70 feet, 9 inches tall and is 16 feet in diameter at its base. The 

light is 3.5 order Fresnel lens made in Paris, France. The light is 

still maintained by the U.S. Coast Guard. The keeper's house is 

now a maritime museum which is open to the public from Memorial 

Day to mid-September. The lighthouse tower is open to the public. 

The grounds are open all year.  

The light station was built in 1869 by the United States Lighthouse 

Board. The Board was in the midst of a lighthouse building boom 

on the Great Lakes due to increased maritime traffic, and in re-

sponse to a large number of lost ships and 

men: Congress approved 70 lights on the western Great Lakes in 

thirty years: 28 in the 1850s, and 21 in each of the following dec-

ades  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Lighthouse_Board
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Lighthouse_Board
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Congress


  

5 

A question for all 80+ SACC National members whether or not you are members of Michigan Chapter:                              

In a brainstorming session prompted by our 3-day stay next to the Lighthouse State Park in Mackinaw City,                    

we (the Michigan Chapter Board) were wondering if there would be interest from the various members scattered around 

Michigan for a Lighthouse Tour around the shoreline of Lakes Huron & Michigan.                                                                                                                  

A Michigan Lighthouse Tour could be a one-week road tour or a 2023 summer project of several regional tours that al-

lows SACC Members to join us for whichever segment they (or their car) are comfortable with.                                             

Don’t be shy, we need your feedback.                                                                                                                                

One week trip, Join as you can___,  Summer mini-tours, Join as you can___,  Love it___, Hate it___, Not Interested___ 

Tour#2 

 Friday PM 40 Mile Point 

40 Mile Point Lighthouse is located on the northern shoreline of Lake Huron 

in Presque Isle County’s Lighthouse Park, Rogers City, Michigan. At a cost 

of $25,000, the station was completed by the end of 1896. Its 4th Order 

Fresnel lens has been a welcoming beacon to sailors since May 1897 and 

is still operating today. In 1996, the 40 Mile Point Lighthouse Society began 

restoring the lighthouse, outbuildings and grounds. Several years ago, the 

pilot house from the Steamer Calcite, built in 1912 and the first self-

unloading steamer on the Lakes, was relocated to the reservation. The So-

ciety, with the help of many retired Great Lakes sailors, has also restored 

and preserved this structure. The park is open to the public year-round. The lighthouse museum, pilot house and 

gift shop are open 10:00am to 4:00pm Tuesday through Sunday beginning Memorial Day weekend through mid-

October. Admission is free. Group tours can also be arranged.   

Saturday (Optional own your own) Old Mackinac Point  

Old Mackinac Point Light is a deactivated lighthouse located at the northern tip of the Lower Peninsula in the 

U.S. state of Michigan. The lighthouse is part of Fort Michilimackinac State Park in the village of Mackinaw 

City just east of the Mackinac Bridge. 

Even before the advent of European explorers, the Straits of Mackinac were 

a significant hazard to water borne travelers. Consequently, before lighthous-

es, the Ojibwa lit the shore with fires. 

In the early 19th century, with large vessel traffic increasing from Lake Huron 

into the Straits, the first step in guarding the Straits was taken in 1829, 

through the construction of Bois Blanc Lighthouse to both guide mariners in 

making the westerly turn into the Straits, and to warn them of the shoals and shallows surrounding the island. 

Three years later in 1832, Congress acted on Stephen Pleasonton’s recommendation that a lightship be placed 

on Waugoshance Shoal as the first attempt to mark the western entrance to the Straits. In 1838, Lieutenant James 

T. Homans reported that the lightship was wholly inadequate. He recommended a better solution for Wau-

goshance and also that a light be built on the point to the west of Mackinaw Harbor. Nothing came of Homans' rec-

ommendations. In 1854, the new Lighthouse Administration decided (against the recommendation of local resi-

dents) to put a light at McGulpin Point, approximately 3 miles (4.8 km) to the west of Old Point Mackinaw. 

 Lighthouse 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lower_Peninsula_of_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Michilimackinac_State_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mackinaw_City,_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mackinaw_City,_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mackinac_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ojibwa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bois_Blanc_Light
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Pleasonton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waugoshance_Light
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGulpin_Point_Light
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A question for all 80+ SACC National members whether or not you are members of Michigan Chapter:                              

In a brainstorming session prompted by our 3-day stay next to the Lighthouse State Park in Mackinaw City,                    

we (the Michigan Chapter Board) were wondering if there would be interest from the various members scattered around 

Michigan for a Lighthouse Tour around the shoreline of Lakes Huron & Michigan.                                                                                                                  

A Michigan Lighthouse Tour could be a one-week road tour or a 2023 summer project of several regional tours that al-

lows SACC Members to join us for whichever segment they (or their car) are comfortable with.                                             

Don’t be shy, we need your feedback.                                                                                                                                

One week trip, Join as you can___,  Summer mini-tours, Join as you can___,  Love it___, Hate it___, Not Interested___ 

Tour#2 

Sunday Option #1 Optional (own your own) Whitefish Point 

Whitefish is a popular menu item in restaurants in 

the Upper Peninsula, and for many years the most 

productive whitefish grounds were to be found in 

Whitefish Bay near Whitefish Point. 

On motion of Representative John S. Chipman of 

Michigan, the Committee of Commerce was instruct-

ed on January 13, 1846 to look into the expediency 

of erecting lighthouses at Whitefish Point and two 

other locations on Lake Superior. Congress provided 

$5,000 for Whitefish Point Lighthouse on March 3, 

1847, and the following month 115.5 acres at the 

point were reserved for that purpose.  

The contract for constructing the lighthouse was awarded to Ebenezer Warner, and work at the site began 

during the summer of 1848. The resulting stone tower stood just over forty-two feet tall and tapered from a 

diameter of twelve-and-a-half feet at the ground to eight feet, five inches at its iron lantern room. An array of 

thirteen lamps set in fourteen-inch reflectors was used to produce a fixed white light, and a four-room, one-

and-a-half-story, stone dwelling was built for the keeper. Construction was completed on November 1, 1848, 

and the light was placed in operation the following spring. 

 Sunday Option #2  Visiting Mackinac Island 

 

 Lighthouse 

MI SACC members presently committed to Lighthouse Tour #2 

  

Bill and Steph Huffman   ‘60 red  Steve and MaryJane Gould ‘60  white 

Paul and Cheryl Lemieux  ‘59 white  Dave and Sue Ruby  ‘57 venetian red 

Mike and Christine McClain  ‘62 maroon Jim and Cindy Dillon  ‘62 black 

 

CAN YOU SEE A WAY TO ADD YOUR C1 TO THE LIST?? 

 

https://www.lighthousefriends.com/whitefish_stonedwelling_ma.jpg
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Crisp Point Light, UP Big Sable Point Light, Ludington 
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Welcome to the Michigan Chapter  

SOLID AXLE CORVETTE CLUB  

 

 

Michigan Chapter SACC Membership or Renewal Application - New___ Renewal___ Yr.____ 

Michigan Chapter Membership requires membership in the National SACC organization.  

For record keeping: MI SACC collects both National and Chapter dues and submits your National dues to SACC National.  

            1 year     

SACC Annual dues are           $45.00 

Michigan Chapter SACC dues  are        $15.00.     

           TOTAL  $60.00 

Chapter dues include our quarterly Chapter Newsletter “Michigan”  

SACC National Membership includes the quarterly magazine “On Solid Ground”  

If you are a new National member please insert your National membership #_________ 

  

Please make checks payable to: MI SACC and mail to:  Paul Lemieux 

       MI SACC Treasurer  

       403 Loris Lane 

       Oxford, MI 48371  

Questions: contact Paul Lemieux > jplvet9@gmail.com 

 

Applicant Name ______________________________________________Co-Applicant:_________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________  

City _________________________________________________________________ State: _______ Zip:__________________  

Home phone ________________________________________Work/Cell: ___________________________________________  

E-Mail _____________________________________________ Fax: ________________________________________________  

C1 Corvettes presently owned -  

Solid Axle VIN # 1________________________________________Yr ___________ Color _____________________________  

 

Solid Axle VIN # 2________________________________________Yr ___________ Color _____________________________  

 

Solid Axle VIN # 3________________________________________Yr ___________ Color _____________________________  

 

Solid Axle VIN # 4________________________________________Yr ___________ Color _____________________________  

 

I will enjoy participating in these club activities: Driving tours_____ Get away weekends ________  

Museum tours ___ Historic site/shop tours ___ Car Shows ___ Tech sessions ___ Race events___  

Newsletter Contributions ___ Tour/Event Planning ___ Other________________________________  

I would be interested in attending the planning meeting  Yes____ No____ 

Signature:_______________________________________Date:__________________________________  

I am currently a member of the following automotive clubs/organization _____________________  

Visit our website: www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com 

NOTE: 

New members please send several pho-

tos of all your C1 Corvettes and a face 

shot of you (and your spouse, together, 

if you have one) to:  

druby1938@gmail.com 
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Solid Axle Corvette Club 
   

The Solid Axle Corvette Club is for enthusiasts who drive and show 

America’s first sports car., our beloved C1’s. The Solid Axle Corvette 

Club invites you to share our enthusiasm and dedication to the Solid 

Axle Corvettes, and to enjoy the fellowship of our members. 

SACC is the initials of the Solid Axle Corvette Club. So, just what is a 

solid axle Corvette? The rear axle housing on all 1953 to 1962 Cor-

vettes was a one-piece shell. The rear differential (rear gears) and 

the axles were mounted within this rear axle housing. (The rear axle 

housing is sometimes called a solid [or straight] axle housing.) 

Beginning with the 1963 model year, Corvettes had an independent 

rear suspension (IRS). The rear differential is built into the center 

housing: universal joints and short shafts (called jack shafts) trans-

fer power to the rear wheels. Each rear wheel reacts independently 

to the road surface, and has earned the nickname "rubber axle". 

The Solid Axle Corvette Club (SACC) is a non-profit organization 

dedicated to the preservation, care, history, and enjoyment of the 

1953 to 1962 Corvettes. Ours is a family oriented club with member-

ship covering all members of your family. You do not need to own a 

Corvette to join.  

Michigan Chapter SACC   
2024 Volunteers 

President:  Bill Huffman  

             2200 N Sandstone Road,  

 Jackson, MI 49201  

             swh73@comcast.net  

Vice Pres:  Tom Gamache  

             45451 Augusta Drive,  

 Canton, MI 48188  

             tsgama22@comcast.net  

Secretary:  Cheryl Lemieux 

            403 Loris Lane 

 Oxford, MI 48371 

            cheryllemieux9@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Paul Lemieux 

            403 Loris Lane 

 Oxford, MI 48371 

            jplvet9@gmail.com 

Editor: & Dave Ruby  

2nd V. Pres. 30120 Lincolnshire E.,  

 Beverly Hills, MI 48025  

            druby1938@gmail.com 

Tech Advisor:           Harry Jones  

        2056 Fox Glen Court,  

 Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304  

          choochooharry@comcast.net  

 Director-at-Large    John Ronayne 

            923 Penniman Avenue 

                                 Plymouth, MI 48170 

            jronayne33@gmail.com 

Direct Questions to: 

National SACC Membership Chairman 

Lucy Badenhoop, SACC NATIONAL 

P.O. Box 2288  

N. Highlands, CA 95660-8288  

badenhoop@comcast.net  

 

Michigan membership dues, inquiries and 
corrections to the address list should be 
directed to the Treasurer:  

Paul Lemieux 

403 Loris Lane 

Oxford, MI 48371 

jplvet9@gmail.com 

 

Membership renewal and application 
form on page 9 

 

 

 

The Michigan is the quarterly newsletter 
for the Michigan Chapter of the Solid 
Axle Corvette Club and is published four 
times yearly (Spring, Summer, Fall & 
Winter). It is published in PDF format, 
and e-mailed to members in good stand-
ing. 

Membership in the Michigan Chapter is 
open only to members of the parent 
organization, the Solid Axle Corvette 
Club. The Solid Axle Corvette Club is a 
non-profit organization, serving mem-
bers with an interest in 1953—1962 
model year Corvettes. Ownership of a 
Solid Axle or any Corvette is not neces-
sary to become a member of the organi-
zation.  

The newsletter provides a forum for 
members to communicate with other 
members. As a result, the newsletter will 
often contain member opinions. Those 
opinions should not be construed as an 
endorsement by Michigan SACC or the 
parent organization, SACC. 

 

 

 

Please submit articles for publication to 
the editor.  

Generally, articles for publication should 
follow the broad theme of anything of 
interest to the Solid Axle Corvette com-
munity”. Suggested items for publication 
would include how-to articles, parts in-
formation, performance issues, sched-
uled events, restoration or repair infor-
mation, and personal stories.  

The Michigan Newsletter editor can 
be reached at:  

Dave Ruby, Editor  

Michigan  Chapter of SACC  

30120 Lincolnshire E.,  

Beverly Hills, MI 48025  

cell: 248-514-2677  

druby1938@gmail.com 

Road Rules 


