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From President’s Laptop                                                                                                              
Sept 2021 

Michigan Chapter Members,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

For Michigan Chapter, since the last newsletter, we have had a busy two months.                                              

We participated in several different club events in July & August leaving little time for review & intro-

spection.              

What a wonderful difference from 2020! 

Corvettes at the Summit, Canton, MI on July 10th, where most of us, who took advantage of the full 

judging, were awarded the Platinum Award. Dave Ruby, Harry Jones & Tom Gamache decided their 

trophy cases were already too full.  

Gilmore Museum Corvette Envy, Hickory Corners, MI on July 18th was a pleasant cruise and a well-

attended show. The Corvette display was excellent. We had 5 C-1s make the trip, Tom & Sue 

Gamache, Paul & Cheryl Lemieux,  John & Kandy Ronayne, Mike & Christine McLain + yours truly.                                

Stef’s flight was delayed and she got home about 2 AM so she had to bow out.  

I was really looking forward to Concours d’Elegance  and parking with NCRS, Inn at St. Johns, Plym-

outh, MI on July 25th. However, at 10 PM on July 24th, I got a phone call that parking for all of the vari-

ous car clubs was flooded and  therefore unavailable. I understand a few brave folks decided to attempt 

alternative parking arrangements but we were not there. Perhaps next year will be better. 

Aug 1st, many attended Troy Traffic Jam, in downtown Troy to benefit Troy Historical Society, Troy, MI.     

Aug 14
th
 the Corvettes America Show in Clarkston, MI was a really nice show with all the different gen-

erations grouped together. Dave Ruby, Harry Jones, Joe Feko & Ron Struck had their cars on display. 

Also attending were Jim & Cindy Dillon, Paul & Cheryl Lemieux & Ron Melaragni, who made his first 

outing in his 1961 since our annual membership meeting in May 2019. Ron, good to see you and wel-

come back, my friend.                                           

Our next club event was Woodward Dream Cruise w/ NCRS on Aug 21st. Unfortunately, getting ready 

for Carlisle, missed it. No doubt, it did not disappoint. 

On the morning of August 23, we left to attend the 2021 SACC National Convention in Mechanicsburg, 

PA. My trip report appears on pages 10—14 of this newsletter. 

Looking ahead to the Paragon Open House on Sept 18th. Paragon is now a part of Legendary Sports, 

LLC. In their joint Tech Session at the 2021 SACC Convention, they promised an expanded commit-

ment to the Corvette marketplace. 

October 9th or 10th will be our annual color tour and December 4th our annual Christmas Lunch.  

Make every mile of seat time a good memory!                                                                                                                                 

Bill Huffman, Pres.                                                                                                                                                                         

Michigan Chapter SACC                                                                                                                                         

www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com                                                                                                                                           

                                

http://www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com
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In 2017, at the SACC Convention at River Ranch, FL, Rich Mozzetta gave a Tech Session presentation 

on the C1 electrical system. A 31-page PowerPoint presentation with information & photos detailing the 

C1 electrical system that every owner needs to know so as to not inadvertently burn up their car.         

I know this first hand because my 1960 had an electrical fire caused by a defective ignition switch in 

1969. My insurance paid for the entire wiring harness replacement but I was required to pay for the 

switch, as the cause. The Chevrolet  mechanic then fused my car just the way Rich has illustrated. 

After his tech session, I asked Rich if he would allow me to have a copy. He not only agreed but asked 

for my e-mail address so he could send the PowerPoint to me. When asked directly, he had no objection 

to my sharing it with other C1 owners. 

Fast forward to 2020. A question came up on the SACC Technical Help Section regarding this very topic. 

Since I am a sometime contributor in this Help Section. I contacted Rich regarding using his material in 

this way. His response far exceeded my expectations.  

Rich has retired and closed RM Restorations, he graciously offered to donate his entire archive of resto-

ration material to Michigan Chapter SACC for use on our website. 

 www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com 

Our Editor, Dave Ruby, worked on this project for 3 months this year cataloging the material and upload-

ing it to our  members only website. www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com/C1 History and Servicing Guide/RM 

Restoration Tips     

MI SACC website has limited access. Please login to website via email and a password of your 

choice and request to become a website 

member. MI  SACC webmaster will re-

spond promptly. Please, check it out. 

Next time you see Dave Ruby, he deserves 

your personal thanks for the hours he devot-

ed to this. 

Finally, to Rich Mozzette, our gratitude for 

allowing us access to your life-long passion 

to Corvette excellence. 

PS, Rich has also provided historical info on 

the Research Project 56/57 prepared by Mi-

chael Hunt in 1980’s. MI SACC will be add-

ing this info to our website 

in the future. 

Bill Huffman, President                                                                                          

Michigan Chapter SACC 

A Gift from RM Restorations 
Courtesy of Rich Mozzetta 

http://www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com
http://www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com/maintenance-and-repairs
http://www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com/maintenance-and-repairs
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DATE   EVENT   LOCATION  CHAMPION 

July 10  *Corvettes at the Summit Canton, MI  Tom Gamache tsgama22@comcast.net  

July 18  *Corvettes Envy at Gilmore Hickory Corners, MI  Mike McClain mcmclain@sbcglobal.net 

July 25  Concours d’Elegance  St. John’s   John Ronayne  jronayne33@gmail.com 

Aug. 1  *Troy Traffic Jam  Troy, MI  Joe Feko jfeko@wowway.com 

Aug. 14 *Corvettes America Show Clarkston. MI  Paul Lemieux  jplvet9@gmail.com 

Aug. 21 *Woodward DreamCruise Woodward Avenue Harry Jones choochooharry@comcast.net  

Aug. 25-28 *SACC National Convention  Mechanicsburg, PA Bill Huffman swh73@comcast.net  

Sept. 18 Paragon Open House  Swartz Creek, MI David Ruby druby@comcast.net  

Oct 9/10 or 16/17 Fall Color Tour  TBD   Bill Huffman swh73@comcast.net  

Dec. 4  Karl’s Cabin, Christmas Lunch, Plymouth   Bill Huffman swh73@comcast.net  

MI SACC members advise Champion if attending to allow MI SACC to enter and park as a group. 

* denotes preregistration is required. 

  

Don’t forget our website       www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com 

 

MI SACC Chapter 2021 Event Schedule  
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The most beautiful Corvette Show in Michigan 
  

   Bill Huffman ‘60 Platinum Award Jim Dillon ‘62 Platinum Award Paul Lemieux ‘59 Platinum Award 

Harry Jones— ‘60 

Bill Huffman— ‘60 
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MI SACC AT THE GILMORE CAR MUSEUM 

Corvette Envy 
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MI SACC CHAMPION:        John Ronayne     jronayne@gmail.com 

NCRS asked MI SACC to parking at St. John’s in Plym-

outh, MI on Sunday July 25, 2021. 

However, rain changed the entire event. No cars were 

parked on the lawn, There was no parking allocated to 

car clubs. We traveled via Detroit Iron, parked at the local 

high school and were bussed to Inn at St. John’s. 

The day was very hot and humid, but the classics were 

awesome as always, i.e Best of Show!! 

In 1937, Phillippe Barraud, a Switzerland  paper baron 

wanted to best the Delahayne roadsters he saw in Paris. 

He chose a Cadillac V-16 with 154” wheelbase. The re-

sult: A 22 foot two-passenger roadster >>> 
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2021 Corvettes America Car Show 
13 - C1s and only 11 - C2s 

Harry Jones ‘60 

Joe Feko ‘61 

People’s Choice C1 > Dave Ruby ‘57 

Top Stock C1—’56 Top Modified C1—’61 
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GM display—white Corvettes  C1-C7 

Ken & Wendy Kamman—‘55 

Harry Jones—‘60 

Dave & Sue Ruby— ‘57 
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2021 SACC Convention Trip Report 
August 25-28 

Mechanicsburg, Carlisle, and Gettysburg, Pa  

What a trip!  

We, four of the Michigan Chapters officers, (Tom & Sue, Paul & Cheryl, Mike & Christine plus Stef & yours truly) 

decided to caravan to the SACC Convention near Carlisle, PA, but as a two-day trip. We did this for two reasons. 

First to take it easier on the cars & second because Tom & Sue had an invitation to visit the guy from Phillips-

burg, PA who literally rescued them in 2014 when Tom Gamache’s ‘54 had a front wheel bearing failure on their 

way to the Lancaster, PA, the site of the SACC National Convention. 

The story is well documented in “Michigan” 2014 Issue 4 (reprinted on pages 15-19 the Gamache saga) as well 

as an article in the Winter 2014 issue of On Solid Ground , the club magazine.  

Tom Sayers, the hero of 2014 (see page 19) 

and SACC member #690, who with his wife 

Gigi, met us in his beautifully restored Pana-

ma Yellow ’58, led us to our motel, showed us 

his personal collection, arranged for dinner at 

a closed restaurant, gave us t-shirts advertis-

ing his business called “Tom’s Garage”, met 

us for breakfast then led us out of town and 

waved goodbye.  

A young man who wandered by us in Canton 

at Corvettes at the Summit this year admiring 

our cars, made an unsolicited statement and 

one that caught us all by surprise. He said 

and I quote “People who own Corvettes are 

really nice”.  

Yes, they are! 

Unless you have made the trek across the 

mountains of states like Pennsylvania, WV, 

NC, MT, WY, ID & OR, it is impossible to im-

agine how vast the forested & mostly unin-

habited land we call home.  

One of the most interesting parts of the trip for 

me was crossing PA from W to E, one moun-

tain pass after another, many times just 4 – 

60+ year/old Corvettes and Sue’s SUV and 

no other traffic. We left Phillipsburg about 

10:30 Tuesday morning & arrived in Mechan-

icsburg about 2:30 PM.  Our hotel, a Fairfield 

Inn, was new, clean and had A/C that cooled 

to ~65 degrees inside w/ 90 degrees tempera-

tures outside. The ladies spent a lot of time 

outside in the shade of the front entrance to 

warm up.        

  

 



  

11 

Day Zero, Wednesday, the National Board Meeting 

ran long from 9- 1:30 dealing with By-Law issues. 

Revising election process of Regional Reps to be 

same as National Officers, National Officers term 

starting time is now 1 Jan, disposition of chapter as-

sets when one is dissolved took time. One revision 

is a change in interpretation rather than wording 

change. Previously, a SACC member was not al-

lowed to hold a National Office and a SACC Chapter 

office. After an extended by-law review, the decision 

was that practice was by tradition rather than per by-

law, so that exclusion is now eliminated. 

 

The Chapter Board Meeting at 3:00 pm centered on the 

SACC by-laws, a review of  2022 & 2023  convention 

locations, an appeal for chapter officers present to vol-

unteer for the open national offices and then an invita-

tion for open discussion of other chapter issues. 

Wednesday evening, we enjoyed the Reception Buffet 

at the hotel. By end of day, there were about 18-20 C-1s 

and 3-4 of the newer Vettes. Attendance was about 60 

members. 

Day One, Thursday, we took a 1-hour bus ride to Get-

tysburg National Park for what turned out to be a very 

memorable visit. We had been there before during the 

2005 SACC Convention but this time, with the new Visi-

tors Center Museum & its massive 360-degree interac-

tive theater display depicting the July 1-3, 1863 battle 

was a couple steps above awesome. Our guide on the 

bus tour, a Corvette owner with 

22 years of tour guide experi-

ence, took us thru the various 

locations and helped us visualize 

the troop movement at the Battle 

of Gettysburg from initial surprise 

contact to final conclusion.  

It is a real paradigm shift on how 

tough you think you are relative 

to your great-grandfather. 

                                                         
Overheating cars & flat tires are 
just bumps in the road. 

 

Little Round Top—a natural fortress that saved a nation 

2021 SACC Convention continued  
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Thursday evening, we drove our cars to the Carlisle Country Club for the SACC Annual Membership 

Meeting where Lance Miller gave the keynote. Tom Gamache “won” the silent auction with 7 items. 

He beat me by 2. Thanks to an assist from my lovely wife, we “won” 5 items. 

The membership election resulted in no change in National leadership but the VP chair is still vacant 

and we are still looking for Editor Ken Amrick’s replacement. 

Day Two, Friday, we cara-

vanned to Corvettes at Carlisle 

for the morning tech sessions 

which were interesting.                                                                                                      

Topic 1 was C-1 Resto-mod 

from modern improvements to 

full transformation by                  

Tony Avedisian, whose Corvette 

restoration shop has been doing 

Top Flight restorations since be-

fore 1990.  

Basically, you need a realistic 

idea of where you want to end 

up before you start. Anything is 

possible, it just takes time, MONEY & motivation.                                                     

Topics 2 & 3 were packaged together with Steve Childs from Paragon Reproductions (recently pur-

chased by Legendary Sports) and Wade Kawasaki, CEO of Legendary Sports, representing Coker 

Tire & Haggerty Insurance. Their topics were modern improvements to old Corvettes, and valuation 

of same.                                        

Topic 4 was Corvette hardtop care & restoration.                                                                     

Normally, owners don’t use their hardtop but over half of all C-1s were delivered with hardtops and 

at Carlisle this year, I was surprised that so many had them on. I didn’t take mine this year but I re-

member many shows where my car was the only one with a hardtop. 

2021 SACC Convention continued  
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On the 556-mile ride to Carlisle, I discovered why I 

really need to recontour my seats, so I bought new 

correct foam & seat covers.   

Seat cushions are supposed to be concave so it fits 

your posterior.  Sitting on a beach ball is no longer 

comfortable. The car didn’t change so I must have. 

This must be what they mean by “aging graceful-

ly” ;<D  

Every mile is a new memory! 

 

Bill Huffman, Pres.                                                                                                          

Michigan Chapter SACC                                                                                                        

www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com 

 

Tom Sayers 

2014 Road angel  

http://www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com
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 2021 SACC Convention  

August 25-28 

Mechanicsburg, Carlisle, and Gettysburg, Pa  
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Reprint from 2014 
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Reprint from 2014 
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Reprint from 2014 
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Reprint from 2014 
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Reprint from 2014 
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MI SACC CHAMPION:    David Ruby  druby@comcast.net 

 

Paragon Corvette Reproductions Open House  

Sept 18—10:00 am—2:00 pm Swartz Creek 

Always a good time with Corvette lovers, lunch, beverages, t-shirt and music. 

Also a time to acquire spare parts at a reasonable price 

NCRS will marshall at Bordine’s Nursery in Rochester Hills 

MI SACC has been invited to join the NCRS caravan to Paragon.  

Meet at Bordine’s Nursery, 1835 S. Rochester Road, Rochester Hills by 8:30 am. 

Caravan will leave for Paragon at 9:00 am. Be there or be square. 

Please advise David Ruby, MI SACC Champion, at druby@comcast.net if you plan on 

joining the caravan. 
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Newsletter Update 

We know that you value “Michigan: news-
letter, and it may be one of the reasons 
you joined MISACC. We want it to remain 
a benefit to our members. With that in 
mind, we wish to advise anyone who 
wants to see past issues of the newsletter 
to visit our website solidaxlecor-
vettemi.com. 

In addition, we are focused on the future 
and having the newsletter continue provid-
ing interesting news and useful infor-
mation to our members. We publish the 
newsletter a minimum of four times a year. 
Please send any items or C1 information 
including .jpgs you wish to share to the 
editor.  

This is the club newsletter—if there is 
something you would like to see, technical 
content, or the latest Corvette info, please 
let the newsletter editor know: dru-
by@comcast.net 

 

MISACC on the web 

 

The web address for MISACC is: 

http://www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com 

If you have not visited the website recently 
there has been a few additions. The most 
note worthy is: 

RM Restoration Tips listed under  

C1 History and Servicing Guide 

Want ads 

 

Sent you want ads with .jpg photos to Edi-
tor at druby@comcast.net 

 

 

Member information 
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Welcome to the Michigan Chapter  

SOLID AXLE CORVETTE CLUB  

 

 

 

 

 

Michigan Chapter SACC Membership or Renewal Application - New___ Renewal___ Yr.____ 

Michigan Chapter Membership requires membership in the National SACC organization.  

For record keeping: MI SACC collects both National and Chapter dues and submits your National dues to SACC National.  

          1 year   3 years  

Michigan Chapter SACC dues @ $15.00 a year:      $15.00.   $40.00  

Michigan Chapter SACC windshield decals: ____ decals @ $5.00 each:   ________  ______  

National SACC yearly dues, renewable December  1st :     $45.00 *  $130.00*  

         Total :_________  ________  

*SACC National and MI SACC offer one year or three year dues options.  

Chapter dues include our quarterly Chapter Newsletter “Michigan”  

National Membership includes the quarterly magazine “On Solid Ground”  

SACC National publishes an annual membership & roadside assistance roster. The roster contains names, phone 
numbers, city & state, but no street address. It also has a field to indicate that you are willing to help if a traveling 
SACC member needs roadside assistance in your area.  

If you do not want your name listed in the roster initial here: ________  

If you do not want to participate in the road side assistance program initial here: ________  

FAILURE TO INITIAL ABOVE INDICATES YOUR PERMISSION TO BE LISTED IN THE ROSTER.  

If you are a new member: SACC National will send you a National membership number separately.  

If you are an existing National member please insert your National membership #____________  

  

Please make checks payable to: MI SACC and mail to:  Paul Lemieux 

       MI SACC Treasurer  

       403 Loris Lane 

       Oxford, MI 48371  

Questions: contact Paul Lemieux > jplvet9@gmail.com 

Applicant Name ______________________________________________Co-Applicant:_________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________  

City _________________________________________________________________ State: _______ Zip:__________________  

Home phone ________________________________________Work/Cell: ___________________________________________  

E-Mail _____________________________________________ Fax: ________________________________________________  

Corvettes presently owned - please include the VIN # for all C-1’s  

___________________ ___________________ ____________________ _________________________________ ___________  

I will enjoy participating in these club activities: Driving tours_____ Get away weekends ________  

Museum tours ___ Historic site/shop tours ___ Car Shows ___ Tech sessions ___ Race events___  

Newsletter Contributions ___ Tour/Event Planning ___ Other________________________________  

I would be interested in attending the planning meeting  Yes____ No____ 

Signature:_______________________________________Date:__________________________________  

I am currently a member of the following automotive clubs/organization _____________________  

Visit our website: www.solidaxlecorvettemi.com 
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President:  Bill Huffman  

             2200 N Sandstone Road,  

 Jackson, MI 49201  

             swh73@comcast.net  

Vice Pres:  Tom Gamache  

             45451 Augusta Drive,  

 Canton, MI 48188  

             tsgama22@comcast.net  

Secretary:  Cheryl Lemieux 

            403 Loris Lane 

 Oxford, MI 48371 

            cheryllemieux9@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Paul Lemieux 

            403 Loris Lane 

 Oxford, MI 48371 

            jplvet9@gmail.com 

Editor: & Dave Ruby  

2nd V. Pres. 30120 Lincolnshire E.,  

 Beverly Hills, MI 48025  

            druby@comcast.net  

Tech Advisor:           Harry Jones  

        2056 Fox Glen Court,  

 Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304  

          choochooharry@comcast.net  

 Director-at-Large    John Ronayne 

            923 Penniman Avenue 

                                 Plymouth, MI 48170 

            jronayne33@gmail.com 

Michigan Chapter SACC   
2021 Volunteers 

 

Solid Axle Corvette Club 
   

The Solid Axle Corvette Club is for enthusiasts who drive and show 

America’s first sports car., our beloved C1’s. The Solid Axle Corvette 

Club invites you to share our enthusiasm and dedication to the Solid 

Axle Corvettes, and to enjoy the fellowship of our members. 

SACC is the initials of the Solid Axle Corvette Club. So, just what is a 

solid axle Corvette? The rear axle housing on all 1953 to 1962 Corvettes 

was a one-piece shell. The rear differential (rear gears) and the axles 

were mounted within this rear axle housing. (The rear axle housing is 

sometimes called a solid [or straight] axle housing.) 

Beginning with the 1963 model year, Corvettes had an independent rear 

suspension (IRS). The rear differential is built into the center housing: 

universal joints and short shafts (called jack shafts) transfer power to 

the rear wheels. Each rear wheel reacts independently to the road sur-

face, and has earned the nickname "rubber axle". 

The Solid Axle Corvette Club (SACC) is a non-profit organization dedi-

cated to the preservation, care, history, and enjoyment of the 1953 to 

1962 Corvettes. Ours is a family oriented club with membership cover-

ing all members of your family. You do not need to own a Corvette to 

join.  

Road Rules 

The Michigan is the quarterly newsletter 

for the Michigan Chapter of the Solid Axle 

Corvette Club and is published four times 

yearly (Spring, Summer, Fall & Winter). It 

is published in PDF format, and e-mailed to 

members in good standing. 

Membership in the Michigan Chapter is 

open only to members of the parent organ-

ization, the Solid Axle Corvette Club. The 

Solid Axle Corvette Club is a non-profit 

organization, serving members with an 

interest in 1953—1962 model year Cor-

vettes. Ownership of a Solid Axle or any 

Corvette is not necessary to become a 

member of the organization.  

The newsletter provides a forum for mem-

bers to communicate with other members. 

As a result, the newsletter will often contain 

member opinions. Those opinions should 

not be construed as an endorsement by 

Michigan SACC or the parent organization, 

SACC. 

Direct National SACC Membership 
questions to:  

Lucy Badenhoop, SACC NATIONAL 

P.O. Box 2288  

N. Highlands, CA 95660-8288  

badenhoop@comcast.net  

 

Michigan membership dues, inquir-
ies and corrections to the address 
list should be directed to the Treas-
urer:  

Paul Lemieux 

403 Loris Lane 

Oxford, MI 48371 

jplvet9@gmail.com 

 

Please submit articles for publication to 
the editor.  

Generally, articles for publication should 

follow the broad theme of anything of 

interest to the Solid Axle Corvette com-

munity”. Suggested items for publication 

would include how-to articles, parts in-

formation, performance issues, sched-

uled events, restoration or repair infor-

mation, and personal stories.  

The Michigan Newsletter editor can 
be reached at:  

Dave Ruby, Editor  

Michigan  Chapter of SACC  

30120 Lincolnshire E.,  

Beverly Hills, MI 48025  

cell: 248-514-2677  

druby@comcast.net  


